2OO                      DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF              [CHAP. X.
CHAPTER X.
Denis Francois accused of secreting bread and beheaded, Paris abandoned to cruelty and violence. Martial law passed by the Assembly. The Duke of Orleans liberated. He goes to England. At the club. Chit-chat in Madame de Flahaut's salon. Belgrade surrenders. Anecdote of the 5th of October. Clermont de Tonnerre proposes going to America. Morris asked his plan for restoring order to France. Necker unable to cope with the difficulties. Dinner at Madame Necker's. Talk about Lafayette's connection with Mirabeau and with Necker on plans for subsistence. News from Flanders. Asked to take part in the administration of affairs. Dines with the Duchess of Orleans. Takes the Bishop of Autun to visit Lafayette. The Assembly suspends the parlements. Criticisms on the society in Madame de StaeTs salon. Lively dinner conversation with Madame de Stael.
IT was on Wednesday, the 2ist of October, that a woman started the cry that Denis Francois, the baker, had secreted bread.    The shop was mobbed, and a few loaves were found put aside for the family consumption.
"There has been hanged a baker this morning by the populace, and all Paris is under arms/' says the diary. "The poor baker was beheaded according to custom, and carried in triumph through the streets. He had been all night at work for the purpose of supplying the greatest possible quantity of bread this morning. His wife is said to have died of horror when they presented her husband's head stuck on a pole. Surely it is not the usual order of Divine Providence to leave such abominations unpunished. Paris is perhaps as wicked a spot as exists. Incest, murder, bestiality, fraud, rapine, oppression, baseness, cruelty; and yet this is the city which has stepped
m,.aid, being a rente viagtre. With this little income it is impossible to live in Paris. She must then abandonrom thence I go to the Louvre, though I had determined not.    The Cardinal det of your own astonishment 6. The retreat of the Duke of Orleans is attributed to you, and if you go into the Council immediately after what is called by some his flight, and by others his banishment, the two events will be coupled in a manner particularly disadvantageous and disagreeable. 7. If you go into the ministry with Mirabeau, or about the same time, every honest Frenchman will ask himself the cause of what he will call a very strange coalition. There are in the world men who are to be employed, not trusted. Virtue must ever be sullied by an alliance with vice, and liberty will blush at her introduction if led by a hand polluted. Lastly, I am earnestly, most earnestly, requested by those who love you well to add one caution as to your friends: Trust those who had that honor before the I2th of July. New friends are zealous, they are ardent, they are attentive, but they are seldom true.
